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thread, This is Joan's lesson to The Church; and its
formulation by the hand of a priest emboldens me to claim
that her canonization was a magnificently Catholic gesture
as the canonization of a Protestant saint by the Church of
Rome. But its special value and virtue cannot be apparent
until it is known and understood as such. If any simple
priest for whom this is too hard a saying tells me that it
was not so intended, I shall remind Mm that the Church is
in the hands of God, and not, as simple priests imagine,
God in the hands of the Church ; so if he answers too con-
fidently for God's intentions he may be asked " Hast then
entered iato the springs of the sea ? or hast tliou walked in
the recesses of the deep ? " And Joan's own answer is also
the answer of old : u Though He slay me? yet will I trust in
Him ; but I mil maintain my own ways before Him"
the law of change is the law of Go0
When Joan maintained her own ways she claimed, like
Job, that there was not only God and the Church to be
considered, but the Word made Flesh : that is, the mi-
averaged individual, representing life possibly at its highest
actual human evolution and possibly at its lowest, but never
at its merely mathematical average. Now there is no
deification of the democratic average in the theory of the
Church : It is an avowed hierarchy in which the members
are sifted until at the end of the process an individual stands
supreme as the Vicar of Christ, But when the process is
examined it appears that its successive steps of selection and
election are of the superior by the inferior (the cardinal vice
of democracy), with the result that great popes are as rare
and accidental as great kings, and that it has sometimes been

